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Mr.  Chairman:  There  is  no  better  way  of 
testing  the  soundness  of  political  creeds  and 
party  measures  of  the  present  day,  than  to  re- 
cur to  the  principles  which  were  enunciated  by 
the  founders  of  the  Union  under  which  we  live. 

I  shall  therefore  commence  my  remarks  by 
reading  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  declared  the 
essential  principles  of  our  Government  to  be  : 
"  Equal  and  exact  justice  to  all  men,  of  whatever 
state  or  persuasion,  religious  or  political ;  peace, 
commerce,  and  honest  friendship  with  all  na- 
tions, entangling  alliances  with  none ;  a  jealous 
care  of  the  right  of  election  by  the  people  ;  ab- 
solute acquiescence  in  the  decision  of  the  ma- 
jority, the  vital  principle  of  republics,  from 
which  is  no  appeal  but  to  force,  the  vital  prin- 
ciple and  immediate  parent  of  despotism  ;  econ- 
omy in  the  public  expenditures,  that  labor  may 
be  lightly  burdened ;  the  honest  payment  of 
our  debts,  and  sacred  preservation  of  the  public- 
faith;  encouragement  of  agriculture,  and  of  com- 
merce as  its  handmaid ;  the  diffusion  of  in- 
formation, 
the  bar  of  the 


and  arraignment  of  all  abuses  at 
public  reason ;  freedom  of  re- 
ligion, freedom  of  the  press,  and  freedom  of 
person  under  the  protection  of  the  habeas  cor- 
pus;  and  trial  by  juries,  impartially  selected. 
These  principles,"  continued  Mr.  Jefferson, 
"  form  the  bright  constellation  which  has  gone 
before  us,  and  guided  our  steps  through  an  age 
of  revolution  and  reformation.  The  wisdom  of 
our  sages  and  blood  of  our  heroes  have  been 
devoted  to  their  attainment ;  they  should  be  the 
creed  of  our  political  faith,  the  text  of  civic  in- 
struction, the  touchstone  by  whh-h  to  try  the 
services  of  those  we  trust ;  and  should  we  wan- 
der from  them  in  moments  of  error  or  of  alarm, 
let  us  hasten  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to  regain 
the  road  which  alone  leads  to  peace,  liberty, 
and  safety." 


Mr.  Chairman,  no  one  can  read  this  declara 
tion  of  Mr.  Jefferson  without  feeling  some  dis 
position  to  inquire  whether  the  principles  here 
laid  down  have  shaped  the  administration  o 
this  country  for  the  last  eight  years.  If  there 
has  been  a  departure  from  these  principles,  tht 
party  in  power  must  be  held  responsible,  foi 
that  party  has  had  undisputed  control  of  tht 
Federal  Government,  in  all  its  great  depart 
ments.  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  that  upoi 
some  of  the  questions  of  the  day  it  has  widely 
departed  frGin  the  doctrines  of  JeffersoD  and  tht 
early  fathers.  Before  I  proceed,  however,  to  this, 
part  of  my  subject,  I  wish  to  notice  a  charge 
sometimes  made,  that  the  Republican  party  is 
responsible  for  the  prominence  of  the  slavery 
question. 

Sir,  when  Mr.  Fillmore  retired  from  the 
Presidency,  the  era  of  good  feeling  had  been 
restored,  and  not  a  threatening  speck  appeared 
in  the  political  horizon.  Although  the  Com- 
promise measures  of  1850  were  distasteful  to 
many  at  the  North,  they  were  acquiesced  in, 
and  no  disposition  was  manifested  to  disturb 
them.  President  Pierce,  in  his  first  message 
to  Congress,  in  December, '1853,  declared  that 
the  Compromise  measures  had  restored  harmony 
and  repose  to  the  public  mind  throughout  the 
whole  Confederacy  ;  and  he  pledged  himself  in 
the  most  solemn  manner  that  that  repose  should 
not,  if  he  could  prevent  it,  receive  any  shock 
during  his  official  term.  And  yet,  sir,  within 
two  months  from  that  time,  a  proposition  to 
repeal  the  Missouri  compromise  was  sprung 
upon  the  country,  without  notice,  without  in- 
timation, and  without  being  called  for  by  any 
great  public  exigency.  The  Democratic  party 
repealed  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  thus 
opened  anew  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  ques- 
tion.    To  prove  this3  I  will  refer  to  other  than 
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Republican  authority.  Said  ex-President  Fill- 
more, in  his  letter  to  the  Union  meeting  in 
New  York,  the  past  winter  : 

"  But  in  an  evil  hoar  this  Pandora's  box  of  slavery  was 
again  opened,  by  what  I  conceive  to  be  an  unjustifiable  at- 
tempt to  force  shivery  into  Kansas  by  a  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise,  anil  the  floods  of  evils  now  swelling  and 
threatening  to  overthrow  the  Constitution,  and  sweep  away 
the  foundation  of  the  Government  itself,  and  deluge  this  land 
with  fraternal  blood,  may  all  be  traced  to  this  unfortunate 
act.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  motive,  few  acts  have 
ever  been  so  barren  of  good,  and  so  fruitful  of  evil." 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  are  historical  facts,  and 
cannot  be  denied.     What  have  we  seen  during 
this   session    of    Congress  ?      This   Hall    had 
hardly  been  opened,  and  the  members  seated, 
before    the    gentleman    from    Missouri     [Mr. 
Clark]  introduced  his  resolutions  in  regard  to 
the  Helper  book,  and  for  eight  weeks  the  Demo- 
cratic members  occupied  nearly  the  whole  time 
of  the  House  in  discussing  the  merits  of  sla- 
very, and  in  denouncing  those  who  did  not  sub 
scribe  to  its  new  and  alarming  demands.    This 
discussion  is  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  claim 
set  up  by  Northern  conservatives,  that  the  sla- 
very agitation  is  at  an  end.     Sir,  the  friends 
and  supporters  of  African  slavery  will  never 
cease  the  agitation  of  this  question,  so  long  as 
a  single  slave  or  a  single  foot  of  unoccupied 
territory  remains  in  the  United  States.     It  has 
been  truly  said,  that  if  all  parties  could  agree 
to-day   that   the   Territorial   slavery   question 
should  henceforth  be  no  more  discussed,  tbe 
slavery  debate  would  rage  as  fiercely  as  ever 
to-morrow,  over  a  homestead  law,  a  river  and 
harbor  bill,  a  Pacific  railroad,  or  a  tariff  bill. 
Ever  since  the  Democratic  party  repealed  the 
Missouri  compromise,  the  question  has  come 
up  in  every  new  measure,  mingled  with  every 
issue,  and  entered  into  every  contest,  however 
remote  or  distinct  from  it.     Its  ablest  defender 
upon  this  floor   [Mr.  Curry]   uttered  a  well- 
known   truth   when   he   said,  the   other   day  : 
"  African  slavery  is  now  a  fixed  fact,    *    *    * 
its  chief  product  is  king !  "   And  he  might  have 
addtd,  with  truth,  that  it  shapes  the  legislation 
of  the  country,  controls  our  policy  with  foreign 
nations,  makes  and  unmakes   Presidents,  and 
is  "  the  power  behind  the  throne,  greater  than 
the  throne  itself." 

Now,  sir,  having  shown,  as  I  think,  by  the 
light  of  history,  that  the  leaders  of  the  Derno- 
<:  ;c  party  are  responsible  for  the  agitation  of 
this  question,  I  proceed  to  show  in  what  re- 
spect that  party  has  wandered  from  the  path 
marked  out  by  the  fathers  of  this  Republic. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Democratic  party  came 
into  power  sixty  years  ago,  advocating  the 
great  principle  of  the  equal  rights  of  man. 
The  paramount  doctrine  of  that  party  was  the 
maintenance  of  personal  rights  against  the 
encroachments  of  property.  I  challenge  a 
denial  of  this  well-known  fact.  It  claimed, 
likewise,  to  be  the  protector  of  the  poor  as 
against  the  rich,  of  the  weak  as  against  the 
strong,  of  the  many  as  against  the  few.  Jt 
scouted  the  idea  that  to  be  born  poor,  or  even 


to  be  but  moderately  endowed  by  nature,  fur- 
nished any  ground  for  political  disfranchise- 
ment. Jt  energetically  opposed  all  aristocratic 
and  class  distinctions.  It  uniformly  denied 
that  either  birth  or  wealth  gave  any  title  to 
political  power.  The  only  right  to  office  which 
it  recognised  was  the  free  choice  of  the  major- 
ity. It  protected,  with  jealous  care,  the  liberty 
of  speech  and  of  the  press.  It  strongly  insisted 
that,  however  men  might  differ  in  other  things, 
they  were  at  least  entitled  to  political  equality. 
Of  course,  the  founders  of  the  Democratic 
party  who  professed  these  principles  d  d  not 
attempt  to  excuse  or  justify  African  slavery. 
From  the  time  Mr.  Jefferson  entered  public 
life,  down  to  the  day  of  his  death,  no  public 
man  denounced  the  institution  of  slavery  in 
stronger  terms.     As  early  as  1774,  he  said  : 

"  The  abolition  of  domestic  slavery  is  the  great  object  of 
desire  in  these  colonies,  where  it  was  unhappily  introduced 
in  their  infant  state." 

After  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  1783,  he  said : 

"  One  day  of  American  slavery  is  worse  than  a  thousand 
years  of  that  which  we  rose  in  arms  to  oppose." 

Alluding  to  insurrections,  he  said  : 

"  The  Almighty  has  no  attribute  that  can  take  side  with 
us  in  such  a  contest."    *    *    * 

"  The  whole  commerce  between  master  and  slave  is  a  per- 
petual exercise  of  the  most  boisterous  passions — the  most' 
unremitting  despotism  on  the  one  part,  and  degrading  sub- 
missions on  the  other." 

In  a  letter  to  a  friend,  in  1814,  he  made  use 
of  the  following  language  : 

"  Your  favor  of  July  31  was  duly  received,  and  read  with 
peculiar  pleasure.  The  sentiments  do  honor  to  tbe  bead  ant! 
heart  of  the  writer.  Mine  on  the  subject  of  the  slavery  of  ne- 
groes have  long  since  been  in  the  possession  of  the  public,  and 
time  lias  only  served  to  give  them  stronger  root.  The  love 
of  justice  and  the  love  of  country  plead  equally  the  cause  of 
these  people,  and  it  is  a  reproach  to  us  that  they  should  have 
pleaded  it  so  long  in  vain."    *    *    * 

"  We  must  wait  with  patience  the  workings  of  an  over- 
ruling Providence,  and  hope  that  that  is  preparing  the  de- 
liverance of  these  our  brethren.  "When  the  measure  of  their 
tears  shall  be  lull,  when  their  groans  shall  have  involved 
heaven  itself  in  darkness,  doubtless  a  God  of  justice  will 
awaken  to  their  distress.  Nothing  is  more  certainly  written 
iu  the  book  of  fate,  than  that  this  people  shall  be  free." 

In  a  letter  to  James  Heaton,  on  this  same 

subject,  dated  May  20,  182G,  only  six  weeks 

before  his  death,  he  says  : 

"  My  sentiments  have  been  forty  years  before  the  public. 
Had  1  repeated  them  forty  times,  they  would  have  only  be- 
come the  more  stale  and  threadbare.  Although  I  shall  not 
live  to  see  them  consummated,  they  will  not  die  with  me." 

I  might  likewise  cite  the  opinions  of  Wash- 
ington, Madison,  Monroe,  and  Patrick  Heury, 
denouncing  slavery,  and  lamenting  it  as  a 
social,  political,  and  moral  evil,  from  which 
they  devoutly  hoped  that  a  good  Providence 
would  in  some  way  relieve  them.  I  refer  to 
them  because  they  were  men  of  the  South. 

How  is  it  with  the  Democratic  party  now? 
We  find  that  party— or  what  remains  of  it — 
the  special  and  peculiar  advocate  of  certain 
alleged  rights  of  property.  In  those  States 
where  this  party  is  in  power,  the  liberty  of 
speech,  liberty  of  the  press,  and  even  liberty  of 
opinion,  is  sacrificed  to  the  security  of  these 
alleged  rights  of  property.  It  is  no  longer  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  many  with  which 


the  Democratic  party  concerns  itself,  but  the 
tights  P.nd  interests  of  the  few.  The  laboring 
men,  whose  voices  and  votes  raised  that  party 
to  power,  are  ^sneered  at  as  "hard-fisted  farm- 
ers, and  "greasy  mechanics,''  who  are  only 
looked  after  when  election  day  comes.  It  seeks 
the  welfare  of  the  few  as  against  the  many,  of 
the  strong  as  against  the  weak,  of  the  rich  as 
against  the  poor.  It  insists  that  poverty  is  a 
crime,  and  the  possession  of  wealth  a  mark  of 
superior  merit.  It  has  thrown  itself  into  the 
arms  of  the  wealthy  slaveholders  of  the  South, 
to  whom  it  calls  for  aid,  not  in  the  name  of 
liberty  and  personal  rights,  but  in  the  name  of 
property. 

Being  thus  transformed,  it  is  now  zealously 
at  work  to  perpetuate  and  extend  African  sla- 
very. To  carry  forward  its  work,  and  under 
pretence  of  love  for  the  Constitution,  it  seeks 
to  transform  the  nature  of  our  Federal  Gov- 
ernment likewise.  Slavery  is  to  be  declared  a 
Federal  institution  through  the  judicial  decis- 
ion of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  so  extended  into  all  of  the  Territories,  and, 
if  necessary,  re-established  in  the  free  States. 
A  Congressional  code  for  the  protection  of  sla- 
very in  the  Territories  is  to  be  enacted.  New 
soil  is  to  be  obtained  from  Mexico,  Spain,  and 
South  America,  that  slavery  may  be  planted 
there.  The  African  slave  trade  is  to  be  re- 
stored by  Federal  enactment  or  judicial  decis- 
ion. The  rule  so  long  acted  upon,  that  the  ma- 
jority shall  govern,  is  to  be  set  aside.  By 
threats  of  dissolving  the  Union,  and  of  violent 
resistance  to  the  authority  of  a  President  con- 
stitutionally elected,  the  Democratic  party  is 
seeking  to  compel  the  majority  to  forego  its 
constitutional  rights,  and  in  electing  a  Presi- 
dent to  consult  not  its  own  wishes  and  prefer- 
ences, but  those  of  a  small  minority.  It  says, 
"  Take  the  Government  from  our  control,  with 
its  patronage  and  its  influence,  and  that  very 
hour  we  dissolve  the  Union.  Elect  our  man, 
give  us  all  the  Federal  officers,  the  foreign  ap- 
pointments, 'and  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  Federal  revenues,  and  the  Union 
may  stand.''  Leading  Democrats  from  the 
South  go  a  step  further.  "  I  repeat,"  said  Sen- 
ator Clay,  of  Alabama,  u  I  repeat,  by  the 
unanimous  action  of  Legislatures  and  Con- 
ventions, the  Southern  States,  except  three, 
have  pledged  themselves  to  dissolve  the  Union 
vpon  the  prohibition  of  slavery/  in  the  Territo- 
ries."' "  The  Southern  States,"  said  Senator 
Iverson,  of  Georgia,  "ought  to  demand  of  their 
Northern  brethren,  that  in  the  establishment 
of  every  Territorial  Government  by  Congress, 
their  slave  property  should  be  put  upon  the 
same  footing  of  all  other  property  which  shall 
be  carried  into  the  Territories.  *  *  *  And 
that  ample  remedies  be  provided  for  its  protec- 
tion, *  *  *  and  in  the  event  that  Congress 
should  refuse,  *  *  *  then  the  South  should 
no  longer  remain  in  a  Union,  which  thus  fails 
to  accomplish  the  objects  of  its  formation,  and 


without  which  it  would  be  a  curse,  rather  than 
a  bhssiiiL'-" 

Sir,  these  are  strange  doctrines.  What ! 
Ive  this  glorious  Union,  cemented  by  the 
blood  and  cousecrated  by  the  prayers  of  our 
fathers,  because  slavery,  with  all  its  attendant 
horrors,  is  not  allowed  to  extend  itself  into 
our  free  Territories !  Would  to  Heaven  that 
the  citizens  of  every  State  in  this  Confederacy 
could  divest  themselves  of  all  prejudice,  and 
look  at  this  proposition  as  it  is,  and  see  where 
modern  Democracy  is  driving  us ! 

According  to  Mr.  Brown,  a  Democratic  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi,  that  party  holds  to  the 
following  doctrines  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
iu  the  Territories :  "  First,  that  a  slave  is 
property  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  secondly,  that,  being  property,  his 
owner  has  the  same  right  to  take  him  to  a  com- 
mon Territory,  and  there  hold  him  as  property, 
that  the  owner  of  any  other  species  of  property 
has  to  take  that  species,  and  hold  it  there  ; 
thirdly,  that,  having  the  constitutional  right  to 
take  his  property  to  the  Territory,  he  is  of  ne- 
cessity entitled  to  have  it  protected  after  he  gets 
it  there."  The  doctrine  of  Mr.  Buchanan  is 
the  same.     In  his  last  annual  message  he  says : 

"  The  right  has  been  established  of  every  cifizen  to  take 
his  property  of  any  kind,  including  slaves,  into  the  common 
Territories  belonging  equally  to  all  the  States  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  to  have  it  protected  there  under  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. Neither  Congress  nor  a  Territorial  Legislature, 
nor  any  human  power,  has  any  authority  to  annul  or  impair 
this  vested  right."'  *  *  *  "Had  it"  been  decided  that 
either  Congress  or  the  Territorial  Legislature  possess  the 
power  to  annul  or  impair  the  right  to  property  in  slaves,  the 
evil  would  be  intolerable." 

Sir,  the  President  is  entitled  to  credit  for  hie 
franknsss.  He  skulks  behind  no  phraseological 
subterfuge,  which  may  mean  one  thing  at  the 
North,  and  quite  a  different  thing  at  the  South, 
but  boldly,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  nation,  he 
expounds  the  Democratic  gospel  of  slavery  ex- 
tension, and  as  boldly,  and  without  flinching, 
subscribes  to  it.  Whoever  reads  the  message 
can  have  no  misconception  of  what  Democracy 
is  in  the  year  of  grace  18G0.  It  is  no  Delphic 
oracle,  which,  like  the  Cincinnati  platform  or 
the  Dred  Scott  decision,  may  be  interpreted  to 
suit  all  sections  of  the  Union  ! 

Sir,  the  Democracy  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  who  occupy  an  independent  position, 
and  only  act  with  the  national  Democracy  hen 
it  is  orthodox  on  the  slavery  question,  lately 
held  a  meeting  to  decide  whether  to  send  de.o 
gates  to  the  Charleston  Convention.  They 
finally,  I  believe,  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  safe  for  them  to  be  represented,  and  they 
adopted  a  certain  preamble  and  resolutions,  set- 
ting forth  their  reasons  therefor.  I  give  their 
language : 

•■  Nothing  is  plainer  or  belter  understand,  than  that  the peo- 
ph-  of  th<;  Southern  Slates  constitute,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
(he  Demoi  wty;   and  that  no  constitutional  right  or 

principle  which  they  unite  in  demanding,  can  be  ignored  or 
refused." 

And  yet  our  Democratic  friends  at  the  North 
tell  us  that  they  are  not  a  sectional  party!     At 


the  South,  they  understand  this  matter  differ- 
ently. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Hickman,]  who  has  been  a  Democrat  all  his 
life,  told  us  on  this  floor,  what  is  known  to  be 
true,  that  while  that  party  tolerates  freedom  of 
action  on  other  subjects,  it  allows  none  in  re- 
gard to  slavery.     Mr.  Hickman  said  : 

"  I  have  been  in  this  House  long  enough  to  learn  many 
things  which  I  never  could  have  learned  at  home,  and  I 
think  it  has  perfected  my  education  upon  one  point  :  I  have 
learned  that  a  man  may  support  every  measure  of  a  Demo- 
cratic Administration,  and  yet,  if  he  shall  TOte  against  8  sin- 
gle  interest  of  slavery,  he  ceases  ipso  facto  to  be  a  Demo- 
crat ;  but  if  he  vote  against  every  measure  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  will  sustain  the  interests  of  slavery.  h< 
facto  a  good  Democrat.  I  put  that  as  God's  naked  truth  be- 
fore this  House  and  before  the  country,  and  I  intend  to  stand 
upon  it  as  a  solemn  conviction." 

Sir,  did  ever  a  great  party,  professing  to  be 
the  peculiar  advocates  of  the  rights  of  man,  and 
intrusted  with  the  great  interests  of  a  free  people, 
surrender  them  so  unwisely  and  so  inglorious- 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  slavery  extension  is 
an  abstraction — that  the  institution  will  not  ex- 
tend beyond  its  present  limits.  The  history  of 
the  past  gives  the  lie  to  this  assumption.  In 
1790,  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  slave  States 
was  657,533.  To-day,  the  number  is  four  mil- 
lions !  What  said  Mr.  Crawford,  of  Georgia, 
an  able  Democratic  member  from  that  State,  on 
this  floor : 

"  I  want  the  question  tested  between  you  and  us.  I  want 
;t  settled.  I  want  to  know  whether  we  arc  to  be  controlled, 
whether  we  are  to  be  limited  to  where  slavery  now  exists, 
)r  whether  we  are  to  have  liberty  to  go  beyond.  We  have  now 
our  millions  of  slaves.  In  some  twenty-live  years  hence  we 
will  have  eight  millions.  We  demand  expansion.  We  will 
have  expansion,  in  spite  of  the  Republican  party,  and  all  the 
ibolitionists  of  the  Old  and  New  World.  [Applause  from  the 
iiemocratic  benches  and  the  galleries.]  " 

Ever  since  slave  labor  became  profitable,  it 
has  been  rapidly  extending.  The  feeling  to- 
wards the  system  has  undergone  a  great  change 
at  the  South  within  twenty  years.  Senator 
Iverson  expressed  the  prevailing  sentiment  at 
the  South  when  he  said: 

"  The  Southern  people  do  not  admit  that  slavery  is  a  moral 
wrong,  asocial  evil,  or  a  political  curse  :  on  the  contrary,  they 
believe  it  right  in  the  sight  of  Heaven,  salutary  in  its  social 
i  iring  and  effects,  and  conducive  to  the  highest  develop- 
ment of  political  blessings." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  just  here  to  hold  up 
to  the  gaze  of  the  honest  masses  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  some  of  the  declarations  uttered  by 
Southern  Democrats  in  the  Senate  and  upon 
this  floor,  and  what  course  they  intend  to  take 
in  case  a  majority  of  the  people  should  elect  a 
Republican  to  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  liith  of  December,  Mr.  Bonham,  a 
Democratic  member  from  South  Carolina,  said : 

"  I  say,  without  hesitation,  that  on  the  election  of  Mr.  Sew- 
rd,  or  any  other  man  who  endorses,  proclaims,  or  holds, 
.  ae  sentiments  declared  by  Mr.  Sewakd,  I  would  favor  im- 
mediate disunion  ;  and  I  think  I  speak  the  sentiments  of  my 
-•ntire  State." 

On  the  15tb,  Mr.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  said: 
"  It  is  the  sentiment  of  every  Democrat  on  this  floor  from 
Georgia,  that  they  never  would  submit  to  the  inauguration 
of  a  Black  Republican  President. 


On  the  10th,  Mr.  Curry,  a  Democrat  from 

Alabama,  said : 

"  If  the  North  elected  Seward  or  Chase,  or  any  other 
member  of  the  Republican  party  on  a  sectional  platform, 
such  an  election  was  to  be  resisted  to  the  destruction  of  eve- 
ry tie  that  binds  the  Confederacy  together."  [Applause  by 
the  Democrats.] 

Mr.  Dejarnette,  a  Democrat  from  Virginia, 

in  speaking  of  Mr.  Seward,  said  : 

"  You  may  elect  him  l'resident  of  the  North  ;  but  of  the 
South,  never.     Whatever  the  event  may  be,  others  may  dif- 
fer ;  but  Virginia,  in  view  of  her  ancient  renown,  in  view  of 
her  illustrious  dead,  in  view  of  her  sic  semjier  lyrannis,  will 
hia  authority." 

Senator  Clay,  Democrat,  of  Alabama,  said  : 

"  I  will  say  that  if  Alabama  be  not  recreant  to  State  pride 
and  political  integrity,  she  will  never  submit  to  your  (lie- 
publican)  authority." 

Again  he  said : 

"  Unless  she  and  all  the  Southern  States,  except  three,  are 
not  faithless  to  the  pledges  they  Save  Liven,  they  will  never 
submit  to  your  Republican  domineering  in  this  Government. " 

Mr.  Barksdale,  a  Democrat  from  Mississip- 
pi, said : 

"I  have  never  desired  a  dissolution  of  this  Union  ;  but 
should  the  Black  Republican  party  obtain  the  control  of  the 
Government,  1  shall  be  for  disunion. 

In  the  Senate,  no  longer  ago  than  the  22d 
March  last,  Mr.  Wigfall,  a  Democratic  Sena- 
tor from  Texas,  said  : 

"  These  people  of  the  North  have  been  misled,  and  those 
who  have  misled  them  do  not  believe  that  we  are  in  ear- 
nest. I  should  be  recreant  to  my  duty  if  I  were  not  to 
stand  here  and  say  that  I  do  not  believe,  upon  my  con- 
science and  upon  my  heart,  that  .a  Black  Republican  can 
ever  be  inaugurated  President  of  these  United  States.  Now 
cut  your  leashes  :  turn  loose  your  terriers,  and  take  in  your 
rat-killers  ;  and  if  we  do  not  go  into  Boston,  into  winter 
quarters,  before  you  ever  get  into  Texas,  you  may  shoot 
me." 

The  same  Senator  tells  us,  in  another  part  of 
his  speech,  with  whom  the  South  will  confed- 
erate in  the  event  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
He  says  : 

"  I  am  talking  about  a  confederacy  with  England,  am  I? 
Well,  before  God,  I  would  just  as  soon  confederate  with  them  as 
I  would  with  you.  They  are  our  own  blood.  I  am  an  Eng- 
lishman. You  are  Englishmen.  All  of  us  are  Anglo-Sax- 
ons. We  happened  to  settle  in  different  colonies.  We.  hap- 
pened simultaneously  to  throw  off  the  dominion  of  the  Crown 
of  England." 

Sir,  the  men  who  utter  these  sentiments  now 
control  the  affairs  of  this  Government,  and 
shape  its  legislation.  They  have  the  control  of 
the  Democratic  party,  including  the  President, 
Vice  President,  Cabinet,  Senate,  and  Supreme 
Court.  Yes,  sir,  the  South  have  got  them  all ! 
And  yet  it  is  these  gentlemen  who  are  continu- 
ally preaching  against  the  Northern  people,  and 
particularly  the  Republican  party,  because  it 
is  sectional,  as  they  term  it.  When  I  see  a 
great  party  voting  steadily  against  a  Home- 
stead bill,  protection  to  American  industry, 
and  other  measures  necessary  and  wholesome 
to  the  public  good,  because  they  do  not  direct- 
ly benefit  slavery,  and  then  accuse  others  of 
sectionalism,  I  am  led  to   exclaim,  with   the 

poet: 

"  0  1  for  a  forty-parson  power, 
To  chant  thy  praise,  hypocrisy  !  " 

I  deny  that  the  Republican  party  is  a  section- 
al party.     The  Democracy  say  we  are  so  be- 
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cause  our  strength  is  at  the  North,  and  we  are 
unable  to  carry  any  Southern  State.  This  ar- 
gument proves  too  much.  Tested  by  this  rule, 
the  Democratic  party  is  likewise  sectional  ;  for 
it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  every  slave  State  is 
now  Democratic,  and  every  free  State,  save 
one,  anti-Democratic.  If  Freedom  is  national, 
then  the  Republican  party  is  national.  If  sla- 
very is  sectional,  then  the  Democratic  party  is 
today  a  sectional  party,  for  it  consults  no 
other  interest  save  that  of  slavery. 

Sir,  the  Republican  party  is  the  only  party 
in  this  country  that  adheres  to  the  principles 
laid  down  by  Jeffersou.  It  is  the  only  party 
that  offers  resistance  to  slavery-extension. 
While  it  does  this,  it  is  at  the  same  time  a 
Union  party  ;  it  has  and  does  yet  continue  to 
sustain  the  Constitution  in  its  purity,  and  holds 
to  it  as  the'best  safeguard  of  our  liberties  as  a 
people.  According  to  my  understanding,  there 
is  not  a  man  of  that  party  who  endorses  the 
doctrince  of  disunion.  If  the  North  has  wrongs 
to  be  redressed — and  God  knows  she  has 
many — she  will  seek  satisfaction  in  a  constitu- 
tional way,  inside  of  the  Union,  and  not  out  of 
it.  I  know  it  is  charged  that  we  are  aiming  at 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States  by  the 
action  of  the  Federal  Government.  This  is  a 
mistake.  We  are  content  to  let  the  slave 
States  manage  their  "  peculiar  institution  •'  in 
their  own  way,  without  "  let  01  hindrance." 

.The  Republican  party  had  no  existence  until 
the  South,  aided  by  Northern  doughfaces, 
abrogated  the  Missouri  compromise.  When 
all  the  free  territory  of  the  United  States  was 
threatened  with  slavery,  it  became  necessary  to 
exhibit  the  true  character  and  tendency  of  that 
institution.  When  the  whole  Southern  Demo- 
cratic press  contended  with  one  voice  that  the 
relation  of  master  and  slave  was  the  true  rela 
tion  which  capital  and  labor  ought  to  sustain 
towards  each  other  ;  that  it  is  a  normal  relation 
in  all  well-organized  communities  ;  that  free 
society  was  a  failure  ;  that  negro  slavery  was 
a  blessing  to  the  white  race  and  the  colored 
race  ;  and,  consequently,  that  every  considera- 
tion of  sound  policy,  justice,  and  humanity,  re- 
quired the  extension  of  this  system  of  negro 
slavery  into  the  new  Territories,  and  wherever 
else  it  was  possible  to  extend  it — when  these 
pernicious  doctrines  were  promulgated  by  the 
Southern  press,  it  became  necessary  to  combat 
and  overcome  them  by  reviving  the  doctrines 
of  Washington,  Jefferson,  and  their  illustrious 
contemporaries.  The  natural  result  of  these 
conflicting  causes  was  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party,  with  a  platform  declaring 
that  the  Constitution  confers  upon  Congress 
sovereign  power  over  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  for  their  government;  and  that, 
in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  it  is  both  the 
right  and  duty  of  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery 
therein. 

This  question  of  the  power  of  Congress  to 
prohibit  slavery  in  the  Territories  has  been   so 


often  and  so  well  demonstrated,  that  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  go  over  the  same  ground 
again.  The  adjudications  of  our  courts,  and 
the  written  opinions  of  learned  and  able  com- 
mentators upon  the  Constitution  and  powers  of 
the  General  Government,  affirm  the  existence 
of  the  power.  Before  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, Washington,  Jefferson,  and  Madison, 
committed  our  Government  to  this  principle, 
by  a  conveyance  of  the  Northwestern  territory 
to  the  General  Government,  upon  the  express 
condition  that  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude, 
except  for  crime,  should  forever  be  excluded 
from  the  entire  region  north  and  west  of  the 
Ohio.  In  addition  to  this,  nearly  all  the  acts 
of  Congress  establishing  Territorial  Govern- 
ments contain  some  provisions  relating  to  the 
subject  of  slavery.  I  submit  that  this  long- 
continued  and  uniform  usage  should  settle  the 
question,  even  if  any  doubt  existed. 

The  other  question — whether  it  is  expedient 
and  just  to  prohibit  the  extension  of  slavery — is 
the  only  real  inquiry  to  be  answered.  I  contend 
that  it  is  unjust  to  extend  slavery,  because  it  de- 
grades the  white  laborer,  and  excludes  him  from 
those  Territories  where  it  is  permitted.  The  late 
lamented  Horace  Mann  once  said,  "the  sweat 
of  a  slave  poisons  the  soil  upon  which  it  falls  ; 
his  breath  is  mildew  to  every  green  thing  ;  his 
tear  withers  the  verdure  it  drops  upon.''  I 
know  it  has  been  recently  said  in  this  Hall, 
and  by  high  authority,  that  slavery  does  not 
discourage  or  degrade  free  labor.  As  this 
assertion  comes  from  a  gentleman  from  the 
South,  I  will  meet  it  with  the  statements  of 
other  Southern  men.  "  Slavery,''  says  Colonel 
Mason,  of  Virginia,  "discourages  arts  and 
manufactures.  The  poor  despise  labor  token 
performed  by  slaves.  They  prevent  the  emigra- 
tion of  whites,  who  really  enrich  and  strengthen 
a  country."  "Wherefore,  then,"  said  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, of  Virginia,  " wherefore  object  to  slavery? 
Because  it  is  ruinous  to  the  trhites,  retards  im- 
provement, roots  out  an  industrious  population, 
banishes  the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  deprives 
the  spinner,  the  weaver,  the  smith,  the  shoe- 
maker, the  carpenter,  of  employment  and  sup- 
ports After  such  statements  as  these — after 
the  testimony  of  hundreds  of  eye-witnesses,  it 
is  idle  to  deny  that  slavery  does  not  degrade 
white  labor.  There  is  an  "  irrepressible  con- 
flict" between  the  two  systems,  and  they  can- 
not exist  side  by  side,  and  both  flourish. 

Sir,  another  reason  why  slavery  should  not 
be  extended  is,  that  it  is  a  system  of  injustice 
and  cruelty,  and  at  variance  with  the  laws  of 
God.  I  am  aware  that  the  modern  supporters 
and  advocates  of  negro  slavery,  in  order  to  just- 
ify the  system,  profess  to  doubt  the  African's 
claim  to  humanity,  alleging  their  incapacity, 
from  inherent  defects  in  their  mental  constitu- 
tion, to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  freedom,  and  of 
course  only  adapted  to  a  state  of  servitude.  It 
is  nonsense  to  talk  about  the  inferiority  of  the 
negro  race,  whilst  at  the  same  time  they  are 


kept  in  a  state  of  degradation,  which  renders 
mental  and  moral  improvement  an  impossibili- 
tv,  and  levels  them  to  the  condition  of  brutes. 
It  we  admit  that  the  negro  is  inferior,  does  it 
justify  us  in  inflicting  upon  him  the  miseries 
of  slavery  ?  Sir,  as  an  abstract  question,  there 
is  no  apology  for  negro  slavery!  There  was 
no  attempt  to  justify  it,  even  at  the  South,  un- 
til within  a  few  years.  Washington,  Jefferson, 
Patrick  Henry,  and  a  host  of  others,  have  left 
on  record  their  living  and  their  dying  testi- 
mony against  it.  If,  sir,  slavery  be  just,  or,  as 
Seuator  Iverson  says,  "  right  in  the  sight  of 
Heaven,  salutary  in  its  social  bearing  and  ef- 
fects, aud  conducive  to  the  highest  develop- 
ment of  political  blessings,"  then  let  us  forth- 
with repeal  the  laws  declaring  the  slave  trade 
piracy.  We  long  since  placed  the  man  who 
goes  abroad  to  traffic  in  the  blood  and  bones 
of  the  African  by  the  side  of  the  murderer. 
We  hang  the  one,  as  we  do  the  other.  We 
have  expended  much  treasure  and  many  lives 
to  suppress  the  traffic.  Why  do  this,  if  slavery 
is  right?  If  we  have  been  wrong  in  placing 
the  slave-dealer  by  the  side  of  the  murderer, 
let  us  retrace  our  steps  I 

There  is  yet  another  reason  why  slavery 
should  be  excluded  from  the  Territories.  The 
South  have  room  enough  for  their  slaves  in  the 
States  now  open  to  slave  labor.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  slave  States  is  but  seven  and  a  frac- 
tion to  the  square  mile,  while  that  of  the  free 
States  is  fourteen  and  a  fraction. 

Upon  every  principle,  then,  it  is  the  bounden 
duty  of  Congress  to  interpose  its  power  to  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  this  element  of  wrong 
into  our  Territories.  I  believe  that  a  demand 
so  reasonable  aud  just  will  be  insisted  upon  by 
the  North.  It  is  true  that  for  the  last  thirty 
years  the  North  has  yielded  everything  that 
the  interests  of  slavery  demanded.  Year  after 
year,  the  South  has  kept  up  this  excitement  by 
making  fresh  demands,  while  we  have  retreated 
from  one  position  to  another  until  we  are  at. 
length  driven  to  the  wall.  1  believe  that  free- 
dom should  now  take  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  administer  it  in  future  in  the  interest 
of  the  great  New  England  idea — the  fear  of 
God  and  the  love  of  liberty. 

But  we  are  told  now,  as  we  have  been  many 
times  before,  that  to  resist  the  exteusion  of 
slavery  will  dissolve  the  Union.  For  myself,  I 
have  no  fears  on  this  subject.  If  the  South 
should  dissolve  the  Union,  it  would  be  of 
course  to  preserve  the  institution  of  slavery. 
This  would  be  the  sole  and  only  cause. 

And  yet  Southern  men  must  know  that  the 
moment  the  Union  is  dissolved,  that  moment 
slavery  "  dies  a  death  that  knows  no  waking." 
Mr.  Underwood,  a  Southern  Senator,  said,  in 
1848: 

"  I  do  not  beiieve  that  the  idea  of  preserving  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  by  dissolving  our  Union  has  the  least  sound- 
ness in  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  dissolution  of  the  Onion 
would  instantly  emancipate  all  the  intelligent  active  slaves 
in  the  border  slaveholdmg  States.     From  Kentucky  they 


would  cross  the  Ohio  river  In  droves,  and  on  reaching  the 
northern  bank  would  be  as  safe  as  they  are  when  they  reach 
Canada.  We  should  be  left  with  the  old  and  helpless  to  take 
cure  of,  and  the  young  to  raise.  The  same  thing  would  oc- 
cur in  all  the  border  States.  Every  one  must  See  that  sla- 
very cannot  exist,  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  in  those 
States  binding  upon  dismembered  States  which  would  not 
deliver  up  fugitive  Elaves." 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  heard  much  during 
this  session  of  Congress  about  the  aggressions 
of  the  North.  Have  we  no  cause  to  complain 
of  the  aggressions  of  the  South  ?  I  assert  that 
slavery,  under  the  lead  of  modern  Democracy, 
respects  no  compromises.  I  point  you  to  the 
Missouri  compromise,  demolished,  that  slavery 
might  pour  its  lava  tide  of  woes  and  crimes  over 
lands  it  had,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
pledged  to  leave  untouched  forever.  And  when 
it  had  laid  its  hand  upon  this  sacred  compact, 
maddened  at  the  prospsct  of  losing  the  stake, 
slavery  sent  its  armed  men  into  Kansas,  drove 
honest  and  peaceful  settlers  from  their  homes, 
burnt  down  their  houses,  shot  down  unarmed 
travellers,  drove  legal  voters  from  the  polls, 
themselves  voting  iu  their  stead,  fraudulently 
multiplying  even  that  fraudulent  vote  ;  and  a 
Legislature  thus  chosen  enacting  a  code,  which, 
for  injustice  and  cruelty,  for  cold-blooded  atroci- 
ty and  diabolical  wickedness,  stands  unsur- 
passed by  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  civilized 
world  1 

But  this  was  not  enough.  Although  nine- 
tenths  oi  the  people  of  Kansas  were  desirous  of 
admission  into  the  Union  as  a  free  State,  we 
find  this  Democratic  Administration  persist- 
ently at  work  to  defeat  their  wishes,  by  forcing 
upon  them  the  infamous  Lecompton  Constitu- 
tion— a  Constitution  tainted  with  fraud  and 
stained  with  blood  1  Yes,  sir,  this  Democratic 
Administration  even  stooped  to  bribery  to  ac- 
complish its  ends.  It  said  to  Kansas  :  "  If  you 
will  come  into  the  Union  as  a  slave  State,  you 
shall  be  admitted  with  a  population  of  40,000  ; 
but  if  you  choose  to  exclude  slavery,  you  must 
stay  out  of  the  Union  until  you  have  a  popula- 
tion of  93,000. 

The  people  of  Kansas  next  endeavored  to  get 
rid  of  slavery  through  an  act  of  the  Territorial 
Legislature,  elected  by  themselves.  They  passed 
such  a  law,  and,  according  to  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  Cincinnati  platform,  they  were 
regulating  their  domestic  institutions  in  their 
own  way.  But  a  Democratic  Governor,  ap- 
pointed by  this  Democratic  Administration,  saw 
fit,  and  did  interpose  his  veto,  thus  seeking  still 
further  to  thwart  the  people  of  Kansas,  and  re- 
pudiating "  popular  sovereignty,"  which  elected 
Mr.  Buchanan  President.  For  being  faithful 
to  freedom,  Governor  Reeder  was  disgraced  and 
removed  from  office  ;  for  being  true  to  the  de- 
mands of  slavery,  Governor  Medary  is  glorified 
and  allowed  to  retain  his  place. 

"  O,  consistency,  thou  art  indeed  a  jewel !  " 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  wrongs  done 
towards  the  Free-State  men  of  Kansas,  who 
resisted  the  extension  of  slavery  into  their  Ter- 
ritory, can  our  Southern  friends  wonder  that 


we  oppose  its  extension  elsewhere  ?  It.  is  no 
part  6i  toy  object  to  wound  the  feelings  of 
Southern  men,  or  speak  disrespectfully  of  their 
section  of  the  Union.  The  system  with  which 
they  are  burdened  involves  a  most  incalculable 
amount  of  evil,  and  entails  a  measure  of  misery 
on  the  one  hand,  and  guilt  on  the  other,  beyond 
the  powers  of  language  to  describe.  The 
system  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  justice, 
and  is  repugnant  to  the  precepts  of  Chris- 
tianity. The  people  of  the  North  ought  not  to 
be  vilified  for  opposing  its  extension.  Can 
you  wonder  that  we  are  sometimes  violent  in 
its  denunciation,  in  view  of  the  wrongs  it  has 
inflicted  ? 

"  The  flesh  will  quiver  where  the  pincers  tear. 
The  blood  will  follow  where  the  knife  is  driven  !  » 

T  desire  to  call  attention  to  one  other  thing, 
and  I  am  done.  During  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  a  Democratic  Senator  [Mr. 
Brown]  has  introduced  into  the  Senate  a  bill 
entitled,  "An  act  to  punish  offences  against 
slave  property  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas.'' 
This  measure"  may  not  pass  the  Senate  at  this 
session,  since  a  Presidential  election  is  at  hand, 
and  Northern  members  of  Congress  are  afraid, 
just  now,  to  "face  the  music;"  but  let  the 
Democratic  party  succeed  in  the  coming  elec- 
tion, and  in  my  judgment  a  Congressional 
slave  code  for  the  Territories  as  surely  follows,^ 
as  did  the  Dred  Scott  decision  the  election  of 
James  Buchanan  ! 

I  have  read  this  bill  of  Senator  Brown  with 
some  curiosity,  as  it  is  the  first  Congressional 
slave  code  I  have  seen,  and  1  hope  every  North- 
ern man,  and  especially  every  Northern  Dem- 
ocrat, will  read  it.  I  want  them  to  see  what 
they  must  subscribe  to,  if  they  expect  to  re- 
main in  the  Democratic  party  after  1860.  I 
want  my  constituents  to  understand,  that  when 
the  President  says  that  the  slaveholder  is  en- 
titled to  have  his  slave  property  " protected  in 
the  Territories  under  the  Federal  Constitution,'* 
he  means  just  what  he  says  ! 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
11th,  12th,  and  13th  sections  of  Senator 
Brown's  Jnll,  which  are  as  follows: 

"  Sec.  11.  If  any  person  print,  write,  introduce  into,  pub- 
lish, or  circulate, "or  cause  to  be  brought  into,  printed,  writ- 
ten, published,  or  circulated,  or  shall  knowmgiy  aid  or  as- 
sist in  bringing  into,  printing,  publishing,  or  circulating, 
within  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  any  book,  paper,  pamphlet, 
magazine,  handbill,  or  circular,  containing  any  statements, 
arguments,  opinions,  sentiment,  doctrine,  advice,  or  innuen- 
do, calculated  to  produce  a  disorderly,  dangerous,  or  rebel- 
lious, disaffection  among  the  slaves  in  the  Territory  of  Kan- 
sas, or  to  induce  such  slaves  to  escape  from  the  service  of 
their  masters,  or  to  resist  their  authority,  he  shall  be  guilty 
of  telony,  and  be  punished  by  imprisonment  and  hard  labor 
for  a  term  not  less  than  live  years,  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

■•  Sbc.  12.  If  any  free  person,  by  speaking  or  by  writing, 
assert  or  maintain  that  persons  have  hot  the  right  to  hold 
slaves  in  the  territory  of  Kansas,  or  shall  introduce  into  the 
said  Territory,  print,"  publish,  writ.-,  circulate,  or  cause  to 
be  introduced  into  the  said  Territory,  written,  printed,  pub- 
lished, or  circulated,  in  said  Territory,  any  book,  paper, 
magazine,  pamphlet,  or  circular,  containing  any  denial  of 
the  right  of  persons  to  hold  slaves  in  said  Territory ,  such  per- 
sons shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  punished  by  im- 
prisonment at  hard  labor  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  years, 
nor  more  than  five  years. 


"  Pec.  13.  No  person  who  is  conscientiously  opposed  to 
holding  slaves,  or  wli<>  <U»-*  not  admit  the  right  to  h  <l 
slaves,  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  Bhall  sit  as  a  juror  on  the 
tnal  ul  any  prosecution  tor  any  violation  of  any  of  the  sec- 
tions "i  tui£  ael." 

Sir,  under  this  law,  any  person  would  be 
guilty  of  felony,  and  punished  by  imprisonment 
tor  a  term  not  less  than  five  years,  who  should 
carry  into  the  Territory  of  Kansas  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  which  contains  the 
••statement"  that  alt  men  are  created  equal, 
and  are  entitled  to  life,  Ubertij,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness ;  or  the  sermons  of  the  pious 
John  Wesley,  who  once  said  that  "slavery  was 
the  sum  of  all  villainies  ;  "  or  the  life  of  Patrick 
Henry,  which  contains  the  declaration,  "  let  us 
transmit  to  our  descendants  an  abhorrence  of 
slavery,"  because  such  sentiments  are  "calcu- 
lated to  produce  a  disorderly  disaffection  among 
slaves !  "  The  man  who  should,  in  conversa- 
tion, or  through  the  columns  of  a  newspaper, 
question  the  "right  to  hold  slaves  in  Kansas, 
would  be  convicted  of  felony,  and  punished  by 
imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  for  a  term  not  less 
than  two  years  !  Where  would  be  the  liberty 
of  speech  and  of  the  press,  while  such  laws  ex- 
isted ? 

Again,  sir,  this  law  would  disqualify  from 
sitting  as  a  juror  almost  every  man  born  in  a 
free  State,  who  might  emigrate  to  our  Terri- 
tories, and  would  pack  a  jury  with  men  who  be- 
lieved slavery  to  be  a  Divine  institution  !  What 
a  glorious  thing  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  will 
become  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
when  the  blessings  of  a  slave  code  shall  be  ex- 
tended over  them  ! 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  saying  that 
these  laws  are  unnecessary.  1  concede  the 
fact,  that  it  is  only  through  the  agency  of  such 
laws  against  liberty  of  speech  and  freedom  of 
thought,  that  the  institution  of  slavery  can  be 
established  in  the  Territories.  And  this  is  one 
reason  why  I  oppose  the  system  of  slavery,  since 
it  cannot  exist,  except  by  banishing  free  speech 
and  freedom  of  the  press. 

Allusion  has  been  made  during  this  session 
to  the  late  lamented  Henry  Clay — a  name  never 
to  be  pronounced  by  me  but  in  terms  of  respect 
and  veneration.  Often  have  I  wished  that 
"  bold  Harry  of  the  West,"  as  we  used  to  call 
him,  might  have  been  spared  to  rise  in  his 
place  here,  and  blast  with  his  scathing  elo- 
quence the  disunion  sentiments  uttered  upo't 
this  floor.  I  would  ask  what  that  wise  and  ab le 
statesman  would  have  said  to  the  proposition, 
that  the  Constitution  carries  slavery  into  tl  3 
Territories,  and  that  it  is  entitled  to  protection 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  slave  code  ? 
Sir,  though  dead,  he  yet  speaks,  and  shall  be 
heard.  In  alluding  to  the  claim  set  up,  that 
slavery  might  legally  extend  itself  over  Terri- 
tories that  were  free,  even  south  of  the  Missouri 
compromise  line,  he  said  : 

"  There  are  gentlemen  who  maintain  that,  by  virtue  of  thii 
Constitution,  the  right  to  carry  staves  south  of  that  line  already 
exists.  If  I  had  not  heard  that  opinion  avowed,  I  should  have 
regarded  it  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  assumptions,  and 
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the  most  indefensible  positions,  th:it  was  overtaken  by  man." 
»  *  *  u$f  slaves  are  voluntarily  carried  iato  such  a  ju- 
risdiction, (where  Blaverydoes  nol  exist  by  local  State  law.) 
their  chains  instantly  drop  off ',  and  thry  become  free,  emanci- 
pated, liberated,  from  their  bondage." 

Again  he  said  : 

"  So  long  as  Bod  allows  the  vital  current  to  flow  through 
tay  votes,  I  will  never,  never,  never,  by  word  or  thought, 
by  loiiiil  or  will,  aid  in  submitting  one  rood  of  free  territory 
to  the  everlasting  curse  of  human  bondage." 

Sir,  this  is  a  Republican  doctrine — no  more, 
no  less.  And  yet  geutlernen  who  profess  to  re- 
vere the  name  "of  Henry  Clay,  denounce  us  as 
traitors  and  enemies,  with  whom  it  is  wrong  to 
hold  intercourse. 

Let  me  say,  in  conclusion,  that  it  should  be 
our  constant  aim  to  preserve  this  glorious  Union 
in  the  purity  with  which  we  received  it  from  the 
early  fathers.  This  motive  has  controlled  all 
my  political  action  ;  it  governs  me  to-day ;  and 
I  know  that  I  represent  a  people  who  are  ready 
to  lay  down  their  lives,  if  need  be,  for  the  great 
principle?  upon  which  our  admirable  systemof 
Government  was  founded.  This  feeling  in- 
volves no  terms  of  submission  to  wrong — no 
compromise  with  slavery ;  but  does  imply  for- 
bearance, patience,  and  prudence,  in  all  our 
political  differences  and  conflicts.  In  the  con- 
stant struggle  for  right,  we  must  be  prepared 
for  reverses  and  temporary  defeats  :  yet, 
when  depressed,  we  should  not  forget  that 
truth,  like  a  sunbeam,  cannot  be  long  obscured, 
but,  when  the  clouds  have  passed  away,  will 


appear  a^ain  in  all  its  brilliancy,  purity,  and 
power.  Let  us  ever  bear  in  remembrance,  that 
with  God  and  justice  on  our  side,  we  are  strong, 
though  the  numbers  against  us  may  be  as  the 
sands  on  the  sea  shore. 

A  glance  at  the  comparative  difference  be- 
tween the  several  States  of  this  Union  shows 
the  wisdom  of  our  fathers  in  prohibiting  the 
extension  of  slavery.  As  we  have,  in  a  moment 
of  error,  wandered  from  the  path  they  marked 
out  for  us,  let  us,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, '*  hasten  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to  regain 
the  road  which  alone  leads  to  peace,  liberty, 
and  safety."  Let  us  unite  in  driving  this  cor- 
rupt Administration  from  power,  and  save  our 
beloved  country  from  being  covered  with  the 
blighting  curse  of  human  bondage !  Let  U3 
unite  and  roll  back  the  tide  of  corruption  and 
subserviency,  which  has  made  the  mis-called 
Democratic  organization  a  mere  pro-slavery, 
sectional,  spoils  party,  by  planting  ourselves  on 
the  pure  doctrines  of  the  early  fathers  of  the 
Republic.  If  successful,  the  epitaph  engraved 
upon  the  tombstone  of  modern  Democracy 
will  be  :  » 

"  Low  lie  tbe  proud, 

And  smitten  by  the  weapons  of  the  poor — 

The  blacksmith's  hammer,  and  the  woodsman's  axe. 
Their  tale  is  told  : 

For  that  they  were  rich,  and  robbed  the  poor  ; 

For  that  they  were  strong,  and  scourged  the  weak  ; 

For  that  they  made  laws 

Which  turned  the  sweat  of  labor's  brow  to  blood  ; 

For  these,  their  sins,  the  nation  casts  them  out." 
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